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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on July 14, 2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

• The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 43-51, 56-61, 69 and 70 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim 
the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

First, the claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform to 
current U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a 
foreign document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

Second, the phrase "or the like" renders the claim(s) indefinite because the 
claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by "or the 
like"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. See MPEP 
§ 2173.05(d). 

Third, the current language of the claims makes unclear if the applicant is trying 
to claim the snap fastening with the structure where is going to be used or just the 
snap fitting. Therefore, in order to continue with the examination, a broad 
interpretation would be given. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 43-46, 50, 51, and 56-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Pat No 1,426,239 to Witzberger in view of US Pat No 
1,298,266 to Vaudreuil. 

Witzberger discloses a snap fastener comprising a housing or base portion (1) 
that encloses pushing or holding elements (2) biased by a spring member (3). 

Witzberger fails to disclose that the elements are pushed against the spring 
biasing by means of an actuator. 

Vaudreuil teaches that the concept of providing a knob (13) to move a pushing or 
holding element (8) against the biasing force of a spring (5) is well known in the art. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the fastener described by Witzberger with a rotary 
knob, as taught by Vaudreuil, in order to disengage the fastener from the structure 
where is placed. 

As to the different shapes of the holding or pushing elements claimed and the 
housing shape, applicant is reminded that a change in the shape of a prior art device 
is a design consideration within the level of skill of one skilled in the art. 

6. Claim 47-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Pat No 1,426,239 to Witzberger in view of US Pat No 1,298,266 to Vaudreuil as 
applied to claim 43 above, and further in view of US Pat No 2,772,809 to Ross and in 
view of US Pat No 6,755,302 to Streich et al (Streich). 
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Witzberger, as modified by Vaudreuil, fails to disclose the use of markings for 
indicate operation. 

Ross teaches that in the art of latches, the use of markings (Figure 1) to indicate 
operational direction is well known in the art. 

Streich teaches that in the art of latches, the use of colors to indicate operation is 
well known in the art (Col. 5 Lines 20-28). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the fastener described by Witzberger, as modified by 
Vaudreuil, with operational markings, as taught by Ross and Streich, in order to help 
the user in how the device is operated. 
7. Claims 69 and 70 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US Pat No 450,870 to Oldenbusch. 

Oldenbusch discloses a snap fastener comprising a housing or base portion (C) 
that encloses pushing or holding pivotable elements (E) biased by a spring member 
(D). 

However, Oldenbusch fails to disclose that the snap fastener is adapted to be 
fixed to a thin wall. Oldenbusch discloses that the fastener is used on a swingable 
member of a bag. 

However, applicant is reminded that a recitation with respect to the manner in 
which an apparatus is intended to be employed does not impose any structural 
limitation upon the claimed apparatus, which differentiates it from a prior art reference 
disclosing the structural limitations of the claim. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 36, 38-41, 52-56, and 62-67 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

9. After further, review, the previous election restriction has been withdrawn. Therefore, 
a new non-final rejection has been made on the record. Further, the claims presents 
similar 112 indefinites as the ones previously presented in the set of claims 
previously considered. Appropriate correction is required. 

Conclusion 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CARLOS LUGO whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-7058. The examiner can normally be reached on 10-7pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patricia Engle can be reached on 571-272-6660. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
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automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 



/Carlos Lugo/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3673 



October 24, 2008. 



